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use for that $25,000 you've been saving for your kids' college education? (Hint: This is not actually a professionally-
rendered graphic, even though it looks like one...) Last week, a Duluth, Minn., couple named their 4-year-old son Yucca
Montgomery. There was no need to explain why. Just a year ago, the young boy had been on the brink of death. "It's a
pretty awesome story," said his father, Ethan Montgomery, in a telephone interview. Montgomery is a competitive
swimmer who was competing at a meet in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, on Dec. 5, 2012, when he collapsed and lost consciousness.
The cause? Carbon monoxide from a faulty gas heater, according to the statement he gave to the police. Yup, it was a
heart-warming tale, and a good example of why parents should generally ignore any of the endless pre-school recruiting
commercials and instead save that tuition money for your kid's college education. After a preliminary round of CPR, the 12-
year-old managed to breathe on his own. A friend drove him to a hospital in Cedar Rapids, where doctors pumped the boy's
stomach and transported him to Sanford Children's Hospital in Sioux Falls, S.D., where he was airlifted to the prestigious
Children's Hospital in Minneapolis. There, doctors didn't think he was going to make it, but he did. "Over the course of
several days, his liver and other organs were failing, but with dialysis and a lung transplant, he started coming back,"
Montgomery said. "After a week or so, he was up and walking around, talking, having fun, so we knew we had to leave."
The Duluth area has some of the best medical facilities in the country, and the high-priced medical center where he was
treated even has its own cancer center. So the family decided to take him back to Minneapolis, where his condition
improved even more, and his mother and I got to play mom and dad. Montgomery graduated from St. Mark's School of
Southborough, Mass., and began his freshman year at Westminster College in Salt Lake City, Utah. He's a varsity swimmer
and has been
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